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uncle tells me she is about to, but I don't believe him. He
is too sentimental; he wants to spare me the tidings. But I don't
think, she is still living. She died. She did well ! There is
no use of living any more. She lived only for me. She can
be happy only when I am by her. But it is impossible for me
to be so any longer, at least for a long time to come.
Are the British going to grant us Swaraj, to make one such
old woman live ? Until that event, I must be ever journeying
to jaiL And without me by her side, her life is wretched. No, the
British are no such fools! It will be stupendous, monumental
stupidity to grant us Swaraj or to allow me out of jail. Sree
Ramachandra was the only solitary example who accomplished
such sublime folly. He exiled His Queen to satisfy a slandering
Dhobi!"

" Do women impede our work ? " he asks in another
reflection. After stating the one side of the, question, wherein
they seem to come in the way of man's work because they
cannot repudiate this world, which is etf their native soil," to
promote whose interests they stand pledged, he discusses their
chief life-purpose, as compared with man's. " If the masculine
self-abandonment is roused to its sublimest effort, it would not
falter from perpetuating a wholesale Jeevakar. But woman's
supreme effort is Jeevahar itself. Her greatest achievement and
sublimest is Sati. Indeed, there is Savitri, whose conquest and
subjugation of Death is all-surpassing. Savitri returned, returned
with the life of her lord, but she returned into immortality.
Not into the infinite, purposive Love of Life, but into the infinite,
inconsequential Life of Love. The menace of earthly separation
is but an incentive to her supreme activity. All the sorrow of
our women displayed at every turn in life is but a warning
of the impending manifestation of their power for self-annihilation
when it is needed. Their smiles arc but the assuring and
reassuring external ripples of this fundamental resolve of Love, -
Love that is self-annihilation or self-transcendence. " *' Women's
destiny is thus identical with man's. '*

- This and the other jottings of his at this time reveal that
Ji$ must have grown terribly introspective^ searching in h|s